ANNOUNCEMENTS

TCCO BACKPACK/SCHOOL SUPPLY OUTREACH: Be a part of helping us provide
backpacks and school supplies for children/students in need to start
the school year well! Get involved in 3 ways: (1) Sign-up if you have a
student in need of a backpack filled with grade-level appropriate school
supplies; email outreach@theconnecting.co by 8/2. (2) Donate money to
help sponsor a backpack for a child/student by 8/9, put “backpacks” in
the memo, approx. $75-$100 per student. (3) Sponsor a backpack: shop
for all the items for a specific student, return by 8/9. Questions? Contact
Sarah Simpson (918-706-2642).

ANNUAL DREAM TEAM APPRECIATION PARTY: All TCCO Dream Team
members and your families are invited to join us Thurs. 7/30,
6:30-8:30pm at TCCO for our DREAM TEAM ROUND-UP! We have a
super fun western themed party planned for you all...a delicious bbq
dinner, desserts, games, prizes, music, entertainment, and several
fun surprises! Everyone is welcome to come dressed in your favorite
western attire, or whatever you are most comfortable in! This event
is FREE for everyone who served in any capacity at TCCO in the last
year...this is our “thank you” gift to you! Childcare will be provided for
5th grade and under (pizza dinner provided for kids). RSVP using the
QR code/registration link provided, no later than Sun. 7/26. Contact

brittany@theconnecting.co with any questions.

SUMMER SHE EVENT: All women ages 16 and older are invited to join us for
our next Ladies Night on Fri. 8/21, 6:30-8:30pm at TCCO. We’ll enjoy
delicious appetizers, meaningful worship, an encouraging devotional,
and a hands-on craft while connecting with other amazing women.
Invite all the women in your life to join you! Please register using the QR
code by Tues. 8/18. Childcare will not be provided. However, if childcare
is preventing you from attending, please reach out to one of our staff
ladies—we’d love to help if we’re able. Questions? Contact brittany@
theconnecting.co.

TCCO MEN’S QUARTERLY BREAKFAST: All Men 16 & older are invited to join
us Sat. 8/22 at 9am at TCCO. Don’t miss out on great coffee, pancakes,
bacon, eggs, a powerful devotion and a perfect opportunity to connect
& grow together with other men! Use the QR code to register, no later
than Thurs. 8/20. Invite all the men in your life to join you! Questions?
Contact walter@theconnecting.co.

SAVE THE DATE:
Fri. 7/24, John 3:16 Serving Opportunity, 5:30-7:30pm
Wed. 7/29, TCCO Students Summer Connect, 6:30-8:00pm
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FEARLESS — Week 2
“Trust in Him”
Judges 7:1-25
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Judges 7:1-3 — " Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who
were with him rose early and encamped beside the spring of Harod. And the
camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of Morch, in the valley. 2 The
Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the
Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand
has saved me.’ 3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying,
‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from
Mount Gilead.’” Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained.

Faith is not measured by crowd size. Faith is measured by trust
in God.

Judges 7:4-8 — 4 And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still too
many. Take them down to the water, and | will test them for you there, and
anyone of whom | say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ shall go with you,
and anyone of whom | say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ shall not
go.” 5So, he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord said to
Gideon, “Everyone who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you
shall set by himself. Likewise, everyone who kneels down to drink.” ¢ And
the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was
300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water. ” And the
Lord said to Gideon, ‘With the 300 men who lapped | will save you and
give the Midianites into your hand and let all the others go every man to his
home.” 8 So, the people took provisions in their hands, and their trumpets.
And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent but retained the 300
men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.

The emphasis is God’s choice, not human excellence.

Judges 7:9-14 — ° That same night the Lord said to him, “Arise, go down
against the camp, for | have given it into your hand. '° But if you are afraid

to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant. "' And you shall
hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go
down against the camp.” Then he went down with Purah his servant to the
outposts of the armed men who were in the camp. 2 And the Midianites and
the Amalekites and all the people of the East lay along the valley like locusts
in abundance, and their camels were without number, as the sand that is on
the seashore in abundance. ® When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling
a dream to his comrade. And he said, “Behold, | dreamed a dream, and

behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to
the tent and struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent
lay flat.” * And his comrade answered, “This is no other than the sword of
Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian
and all the camp.”

God is often working ahead of us in places we cannot see.

Judges 7:15-25 — ' As soon as Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation,
he worshipped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Aris, for
the Lord has given the host of Midian into your hand.” '® And he divided

the 300 men into three companies and put trumpets into the hands of all of
them and empty jars, with torches inside the jars. '” And he said to them,
“Look at me, and do likewise. When | come to the outskirts of the camp, do
as | do. '® When | blow the trumpet, | and all who are with me, then blow the
trumpets also on every side of the camp and shout, “For the Lord and for
Gideon.”” " So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to
the outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they
had just set the watch. And they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars
that were in their hands. ?° Then the three companies blew the trumpets
and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and in their
right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A sword for the Lord
and for Gideon!” 2! Every man stood in his place around the camp, and all
the army ran. They cried out and fled. 22 When they blew the 300 trumpets,
the Lord set every man’s sword against his comrade and against all the
army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the
border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. ® And the men of Israel were called
out from Naphtali and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and they pursued
after Midian. #* So Gideon sent messengers throughout all the hill country of
Ephraim, saying “Come down against the Midianites and capture the waters
against them, as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan. So, all the men of
Ephraim were called out, and they captured the waters as far as Beth-barah
and also the Jordan. ?° And they captured the two princes of Midian, Oreb
and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the
winepress of Zeeb. Then they pursued Midian, and the brought the heads of
Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon across the Jordan.

Surrender + Worship = God at Work.

God is enough even when resources are not.

So, what is God asking you to trust Him with today?

Prayer Guide — Father, forgive us for trusting ourselves more than
we trust You. Teach us to rely upon Your strength. Remove pride.
Increase faith. Help us believe that You are enough. Amen.



